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With this message in his ears and joy in his heart
Nala returned to the waiting gods and told his story.
Then the five moved onward to obey the summons of
King Bhima to the festival.

The monarch had prepared a great court with
gilded pillars and with seats arranged in accordance
with the rank of the several suitors. When all were
seated in due order the princess entered and a hush
fell upon the great assembly. She moved gracefully
to her place, and while the titles and dignities of the
suitors were proclaimed in due order she looked
eagerly among the glittering throng for the face and
form of her beloved Nala.

To her surprise she saw among the company
five princes, each of whom she knew to be Nala him-
self. Her perplexity grew as she looked from one to
the other, and she whispered to herself, " How shall
I tell him whom my soul desireth ? " Then she
looked again and yet again, but still her amazement
and distress increased, until at last she clasped her
hands together and silently but fervently prayed the
Shining Ones to make known to her the prince of her
choice. She knew only too well that four of the five
had only the appearance of Nala and that they were
the gods themselves.

Then the Shining Ones took pity upon her dis-
tress and made themselves known by signs which
were unmistakable.

They stood without a shadow ;  their eyelids did